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REPLY  TO  GENERAL  PORTER’S  ARTICLES  WHICH 
HAVE  APPEARED  IN  THE  CENTURY  MAGAZINE 
DURING  THE  YEARS  1896  AND  1897. 


By  Lieut. -Col.  H.  H.  HUMPHRIES,  12TH  U.  S.  Infantry. 


GENERAL  PORTER,  in  the  Century  Magazine  for  May, 
1 897,  quotes  General  Meade’s  Chief  of  Staff  as  saying  of 
General  Grant’s  instructions  for  that  army,  “there  was 
no  misunderstanding  their  meaning.”  Therefore,  General  Por- 
ter will  not  object  to  the  publication  of  the  carefully-prepared  in- 
structions of  this  Chief  of  Staff,  issued  on  the  receipt  of  dis- 
patches from  the  Commanding  General,  directing  the  forward 
movements  of  that  army,  towards  the  positions  then  held  by 
the  Confederates.  There  must  be  at  all  times  a thorough 
understanding  of  what  these  dispatches  (those  of  the  Comman- 
der-in-chief) say  or  direct  to  be  done,  before  we  can  properly 
comprehend  the  preparation  of  the  projects  which  require  the 
doing  of  it.  Nor  will  General  Porter  refuse  to  accept  what  this 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  states  concerning  the 
many  incidents  which  occurred  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
during  the  campaigns  in  Virginia  in  the  years  1S64  and  1865. 

The  position  of  the  Chief  of  Staff  is  one  of  great  responsi- 
bility, involving  a perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  many  details 
which  concern  the  welfare  of  an  army  ; not  only  of  its  health, 
but  of  its  condition  for  fighting  ; a thorough  knowledge  specifi- 
cally of  the  country  about  to  be  operated  in,  besides  the  prepara- 
tion of  special  instructions  for  every  movement  of  an  army,  the 
carrying  out  of  which,  if  well  planned,  and  well  fought,  insures 
the  success  of  a campaign.  There  are  many  other  details,  of 
which  the  Chief  of  Staff  must  have  information,  too  numerous 
to  mention,  and  of  which  the  general  reader  will  not  care  to  be 
burdened  with  ; besides,  their  citation  does  not  properly  belong 
to  this  article. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  I write,  when  living,  was  known  as 
a man  of  science,  as  a man  of  letters,  and  a soldier  of  the  first  class. 

Of  the  enormous  responsibilities  which  fell  upon  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief,  in  the  proper  direction  of  his  many  armies,  over 
a vast  area  of  country  toward  their  objectives  ; of  their  condi- 
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tion  and  readiness  for  forward  movements  ; of  the  plans  general 
in  character,  which  must  and  did  emanate  from  him  ; the  per- 
sonal magnetism  which  he  possessed,  which  is  shown  in  his 
dispatches  ; of  the  checks  which  his  plans  might  meet,  and  of 
their  resolution  ; the  incessant  and  pitiless  stream  of  telegrams, 
letters,  which  daily  poured  in  upon  him,  giving  information, 
asking  for  information,  telling  of  success  or  disaster  ; of  the 
daily  personal  interviews  with  the  Commander  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  with  its  corps  commanders  ; the  personal  inspection 
•of  the  lines  of  battles,  the  incessant  care  and  watchfulness  on 
his  part,  that  none  of  his  units  went  astray,  or  were  thwarted  in 
the  general  scheme  for  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion.  Yet 
with  all  this,  the  general  reader  would  draw  from  the  perusal  of 
these  articles,  General  Grant  still  found  time  to  specifically  and 
minutely  devise  plans  for  each  and  every  move  of  the  army 
which  he  accompanied  in  the  fiield.  If  such  be  the  case,  and  the 
writer  of  this  article  does  not  believe  it  to  be  so,  then  operations 
for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  conducted  on  a different  plan 
than  those  followed  by  European  armies,  where  the  position  and 
duties  of  a Chief  of  Staff  are  clearly  defined.  Neither  do  we 
know  of  a single  instance  wherein  this  Chief  of  Staff  failed  in 
his  duties  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  recognition  of  his  abilities,  for 
he  was  to  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  a corps  in  that  army, 
in  the  event  of  certain  contingencies  happening.  There  is  also 
a personal  appeal  of  the  Lieutenant-General,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  urging  his  confirmation  as  Major-General  in 
the  U.  S.  Volunteers,  together  with  others.  Two  projects  for 
crossing  the  Rapidan  were  submitted  by  this  Chief  of  Staff. 
Their  advantages  and  disadvantages  were  discussed,  and  finally 
the  movement  by  our  left  flank  decided  upon. 

The  article  as  published  in  the  December  number,  1896,  rep- 
resents the  Lieutenant-General  as  well  pleased  with  the  success- 
ful crossing  of  the  Rapidan  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ; and 
well  he  might  be,  for  it  had  been  accomplished  in  the  face  of  an 
-active,  well-appointed  and  ably  commanded  army.  In  one  day 
five  bridges  had  been  built,  over  which  the  army  with  its  artillery 
and  fighting  trains  had  crossed,  and  a distance  of  twenty  miles 
marched,  without  a single  mishap,  interruption  or  delay.  This 
result  proceeded  from  a careful  and  well-digested  plan  of  the 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  general  reader  is  subjoined. 
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Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac.  1 
May  2,  1864.  j 

Orders. 

1.  The  army  will  move  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  of  May,  1864. 

2.  On  the  day  previous,  Tuesday,  the  3d  May,  Major-Gen- 
eral Sheridan,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  will  move  Gregg’s 
cavalry  division  to  the  vicinity  of  Richardville.  It  will  be 
accompanied  by  one-half  of  the  canvas  ponton  train,  the  engi- 
neer troops  with  which  will  repair  the  road  to  Ely’s  ford  as  far 
as  practicable  without  exposing  their  work  to  the  observation 
of  the  enemy. 

Guards  will  be  placed  in  all  the  occupied  houses  on,  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  route  of  the  cavalry,  and  in  advance  toward 
the  Rapidan,  so  as  to  prevent  any  communication  with  the 
enemy  by  the  inhabitants.  The  same  precaution  will  be  taken 
at  the  same  time  in  front  of  the  First  and  Third  Cavalry  Divis- 
ions, and  wherever  it  may  be  considered  necessary. 

At  2 o’clock  A.  m.,  on  the  4th  May,  Gregg’s  division  will 
move  to  Ely’s  ford,  cross  the  Rapidan  as  soon  as  the  canvas 
ponton  bridge  is  laid,  if  the  river  is  not  fordable,  and  as  soon  as 
the  infantry  of  the  Second  Corps  is  up  will  move  to  the  vicinity 
of  Piney  Branch  Church,  or  in  that  section,  throwing  reconnois- 
sances  well  out  on  the  Pamunkey  road  toward  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  Hamilton’s  crossing,  and  Fredericksburg. 

The  roads  past  Piney  Branch  Church,  Tod’s  tavern,  etc., 
will  be  kept  clear  for  the  passage  of  the  infantry  the  following  day. 

The  cavalry  division  will  remain  in  this  position  to  cover 
the  passage  of  the  army  trains,  and  will  move  with  them  and 
cover  their  left  flank. 

At  midnight  on  the  3d  May  the  Third  Cavalry  Division, 
with  one-half  the  canvas  ponton  bridge  train,  which  will  join  it 
after  dark,  will  move  to  Germanna  ford,  taking  the  plank-road 
and  cross  the  Rapidan  as  soon  as  the  bridge  is  laid,  if  the  river 
is  not  fordable,  and  hold  the  crossing  until  the  infantry  of  the 
Fifth  Corps  is  up  ; it  will  then  move  to  Parker’s  store  on  the 
Orange  Court  House  plank-road  or  that  vicinity,  sending  out 
strong  reconnoissances  on  the  Orange  plank  and  pike  roads,  and 
the  Catharpin  and  Pamunkey  roads,  until  they  feel  the  enemy, 
and  at  least  as  far  as  Robertson’s  tavern,  the  Hope  Church,  and 
Ormond’s  or  Robinson’s.  All  intelligence  concerning  the  enemy 
will  be  communicated  with  promptitude  to  headquarters,  and  to 
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the  corps  and  division  commanders  of  the  nearest  infantry 
troops. 

Major-General  Warren,  commanding  Fifth  Corps,  will  send 
two  divisions  at  midnight  of  the  3d  instant  by  way  of  Stevens- 
burg  and  the  plank-road  to  the  crossing  of  Germanna  ford.  So 
much  bridge  train  as  may  be  necessary  to  bridge  the  Rapidan 
at  Germanna  ford,  with  such  artillery  as  may  be  required,  will 
accompany  these  divisions,  which  will  be  followed  by  the  re- 
mainder of  the  corps  at  such  hour  that  the  column  will  cross 
the  Rapidan  without  delay.  Such  disposition  of  the  troops  and 
artillery  as  may  be  found  necessary  to  cover  the  bridge  will  be 
made  by  the  corps  commander,  who,  after  crossing,  will  move  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  Old  Wilderness  tavern  on  the  Orange  Court 
House  pike.  The  corps  will  move  the  following  day  past  the 
head  of  Catharpin  Run,  crossing  the  Orange  Court  House 
plank-road  at  Parker’s  store. 

4.  Major-General  Sedgwick,  commanding  Sixth  Corps,  will 
move  at  4 A.  m.,  on  the  4th  inst.  by  way  of  Stevensburg  and  the 
Germanna  plank-road  to  Germanna  ford,  following  the  Fifth 
Corps,  and  after  crossing  the  Rapidan  will  bivouac  on  the 
heights  beyond.  The  canvas  ponton  train  will  be  taken  up  as 
soon  as  the  troops  of  the  Sixth  Corps  have  crossed,  and  will  fol- 
low immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  troops  of  that  corps. 

So  much  of  the  bridge  train  of  the  Sixth  Corps  as  may  be 
necessary  to  bridge  the  R.apidan  at  Culpeper  Mine  ford  will  pro- 
ceed to  Richardsville  in  rear  of  the  reserve  artillery,  and  as  soon 
as  it  is  ascertained  that  the  reserve  artillery  are  crossing,  it  will 
move  to  Culpeper  Mine  ford,  where  the  bridge  will  be  estab- 
lished. The  engineers  of  this  bridge  train  will  at  once  open  a 
road  from  Culpeper  Mine  ford  direct  to  Richardsville. 

5.  Major-General  Hancock,  commanding  Second  Corps,  will 
send  two  divisions,  with  so  much  of  the  bridge  train  as  may  be 
necessary  to  bridge  the  Rapidan  at  Ely’s  ford,  and  such  artillery 
as  may  be  required,  at  midnight  of  the  3d  inst.,  to  Ely’s  ford. 
The  remainder  of  the  corps  will  follow  at  such  hour  that  the 
column  will  cross  the  Rapidan  without  delay. 

The  canvas  ponton  train  at  this  ford  will  be  taken  up  as 
soon  as  the  troops  of  this  corps  have  passed,  and  will  move  with 
it  at  the  head  of  the  trains  that  accompany  the  troops.  The 
wooden  ponton  bridge  will  remain. 

The  Second  Corps  will  enter  the  Stevensburg  and  Richards- 
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ville  road  at  Madden’s,  in  order  that  the  route  from  Stevensbnrg 
to  the  plank-road  may  be  free  for  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps. 
After  crossing  the  Rapidan  the  Second  Corps  will  move  to  the 
vicinity  of  Chandler’s  or  Chancellorville. 

6.  It  is  expected  that  the  advance  divisions  of  the  Fifth  and 
Second  Corps,  with  the  wooden  ponton  trains,  will  be  at  the  des- 
ignated points  of  crossing  not  later  than  6 A.  M.  of  the  4th  inst. 

7.  The  reserve  artillery  will  move  at  3 A.  M.  of  the  4th  inst. 
and  follow  the  Second  Corps,  passing  Mountain  Run  at  Ross’s 
mills  or  Hamilton’s  crossing  at  Ely’s  ford,  take  the  road  to 
Chancellorville,  and  halt  for  the  night  at  Hunting  Creek. 

8.  Great  care  will  be  taken  by  the  corps  commanders  that 
the  roads  are  promptly  repaired  by  the  pioneers  wherever 
needed,  not  only  for  the  temporary  wants  of  the  division  or 
corps  to  which  the  pioneers  belong,  but  for  the  passage  of  the 
troops  and  trains  that  follow  on  the  same  route. 

9.  During  the  movement  on  the  4th  and  following  days,  the 
commanders  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  will  occupy  the  roads 
on  the  right  flank  to  cover  the  passage  of  their  corps,  and  will 
keep  their  flanks  well  out  in  that  direction. 

The  commanders  of  the  Second  Corps  and  reserve  artillery 
will  in  a similar  manner  look  out  for  the  left  flank. 

Wherever  practicable,  double  columns  will  be  used  to 
shorten  the  columns.  Corps  commanders  will  keep  in  commn- 
nication  and  connection  with  each  other,  and  cooperate  where- 
ever  necessary.  Their  picket  lines  will  be  connected.  They 
will  keep  the  Commanding  General  constantly  advised  of  their 
progress  and  of  everything  important  that  occurs,  and  will  send 
staff  officers  to  acquaint  him  with  the  location  of  their  head- 
quarters. During  the  movement  of  the  4th  instant  head- 
quarters will  be  on  the  route  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps.  It 
will  be  established  at  night  between  those  corps  and  the  Ger- 
manna  plank-road. 

10.  The  infantry  troops  will  take  with  them  fifty  founds 
of  ammunition  upon  the  person,  three  (3)  days’  full  rations  in 
the  haversacks,  three  (3)  days’  bread  and  small  rations  in  the 
knapsacks,  and  three  days’  beef  on  the  hoof. 

Each  corps  will  take  with  it  one  half  of  its  intrenching  tools, 
one  hospital  wagon,  and  one  medium  wagon  for  each  brigade  ; 
one-half  of  the  ambulance  trains  and  the  light  spring-wagons, 
and  pack  animals  allowed  at  the  various  headquarters. 
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No  other  trains  or  means  of  transportation  than  those  just 
specified  will  accompany  the  corps,  except  such  wagons  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  forage  for  immediate  use  for  five  (5)  days. 
The  artillery  will  have  with  them  the  ammunition  of  the  cais- 
sons only. 

11.  The  subsistence  and  other  trains  loaded  with  the  amount 
of  rations,  forage,  infantry  and  artillery  ammunition,  etc.,  hereto- 
fore ordered,  the  surplus  wooden  pontons  of  the  different  corps, 
etc.,  will  be  assembled  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Quar- 
termaster of  the  army  in  the  vicinity  of  Richardsville,  with  a 
view  to  crossing  the  Rapidan  by  bridges  at  Ely’s  ford  and  Cul- 
peper Mine  ford. 

12.  A detail  of  1000  or  1200  men  will  be  made  from  each 
corps  as  guard  for  its  subsistence  and  other  trains : this  detail 
will  be  composed  of  entire  regiments  as  far  as  practicable. 

No  other  guards  whatever  for  regimental,  brigade,  division, 
or  corps  wagons  will  be  allowed.  Each  detail  will  be  under  the 
command  of  an  officer  selected  for  that  purpose,  and  the  whole 
will  be  commanded  by  the  senior  officer  of  the  three. 

This  guard  will  be  so  disposed  as  to  protect  the  trains  on  the 
march  and  in  park.  The  trains  are  likewise  protected  by 
cavalry  on  the  flank  and  rear. 

13.  Major-General  Sheridan,  commanding  the  Cavalry 
Corps,  will  direct  the  First  Cavalry  Division  to  call  in  its 
pickets  and  patrols  on  the  right  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
instant  and  hold  itself  ready  to  move  and  cover  the  trains  of  the 
army  ; it  will  picket  and  watch  the  fords  of  the  Rapidan  from 
Rapidan  station  to  Germanna  ford.  On  the  morning  of  the 
5th  the  First  Cavalry  Division  will  cross  the  Rapidan  at  Ger- 
manna ford  and  cover  the  right  flank  of  the  trains  while  cross- 
ing the  Rapidan  and  during  their  movement  in  rear  of  the  army. 

The  signal  stations  on  Cedar,  Poney,  and  Stoney  Mountains 
will  be  maintained  as  long  as  practicable. 

14.  The  wooden  ponton  train  at  Germanna  and  Ely’s  fords 
will  remain  for  the  passage  of  General  Burnside’s  army.  That 
at  Culpeper  Mine  ford  will  be  taken  up  under  the  direction  of 
the  Chief  Engineer  as  soon  as  the  trains  have  crossed,  and  will 
move  with  the  train  of  its  corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade, 

(Signed)  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjutant  General. 
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The  order  issued  May  4th  for  a continuance  of  the  move- 
ment on  May  5th  conformed  to  that  of  May  2d,  but  owing  to 
indications  of  the  enemy’s  movements  on  the  4th  the  order  of 
march  was  partial  in  character  and  it  contemplated  the  proba- 
bility of  an  engagement  that  day. 

Headquarters,  Army  op  the  Potomac,  1 
May  4,  1864,  6 p.  m.  j 

Orders. 

The  following  movements  are  ordered  for  the  5th  May,  1864  : 

1.  Major-General  Sheridan,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps, 
will  move  with  Gregg’s  and  Torbert’s  divisions  against  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  in  the  direction  of  Hamilton’s  crossing. 
General  Wilson,  with  the  Third  Cavalry  Division,  will  move  at 
5 A.  M.  to  Craig’s  Meeting  House,  on  the  Catharpin  road.  He 
will  keep  out  parties  on  the  Orange  Court  House  pike  and 
plank  road,  the  Catharpin  road,  Pamunkey  road  (road  to  Orange 
Spring),  and  in  the  direction  of  Twyman’s  store  and  Andrew’s 
tavern  or  Good  Hope  Church. 

2.  Major-General  Hancock,  commanding  Second  Corps,  will 
move  at  5 a.  m.  to  Shady  Grove  Church,  and  extend  his  right 
towards  the  Fifth  Corps  at  Parker’s  store. 

3.  Major-General  Warren,  commanding  Fifth  Corps,  will 
move  at  5 A.  M.  to  Parker’s  store,  on  the  Orange  Court  House 
plank-road,  and  extend  his  right  towards  the  Sixth  Corps,  at  the 
Old  Wilderness  tavern. 

4.  Major-General  Sedgwick,  commanding  Sixth  Corps,  will 
move  to  Old  Wilderness  tavern  on  the  Orange  Court  House  pike 
as  soon  as  the  road  is  clear.  He  will  leave  a division  to  cover 
the  bridge  at  Germanna  ford  until  informed  from  these  headquar- 
ters of  the  arrival  of  General  Burnside’s  troops  there. 

5.  The  Reserve  Artillery  will  move  to  Corbin’s  bridge  as 
soon  as  the  road  is  clear. 

6.  The  trains  will  be  parked  in  the  vicinity  of  Todd’s  tavern. 

7.  Headquarters  will  be  on  the  Orange  Court  House  plank- 
road,  near  the  Fifth  Corps. 

8.  After  reaching  the  points  designated,  the  army  will  be 
held  ready  to  move  forward. 

9.  The  commanders  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  will  keep 
out  detachments  on  the  roads  on  their  right  flank.  The  com- 
mander of  the  Second  Corps  will  do  the  same  on  the  roads  in 
his  front. 
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Their  flankers  and  pickets  will  be  thrown  well  out,  and  their 
troops  be  held  ready  to  meet  the  enemy  at  any  moment. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade. 

(Signed)  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjutant  General. 

The  writer  “ of  the  events  of  May  6th,  1864,”  states  instruc- 
tions were  sent,  to  have  all  the  ponton  bridges  over  the  Rapidan 
taken  up,  except  the  one  at  Germanna  ford.  What  other 
bridges  are  meant  ? Five  were  thrown  over  that  river  May  the 
4th,  1864,  four  were  taken  up  May  the  5th,  1864,  leaving  one 
at  the  Germanna  ford,  and  that  one  was  removed  and  relaid  at 
Ely’s  ford  May  the  7th,  1864,  for  the  passage  of  the  ambulance 
trains  containing  the  wounded,  whose  destination  however  was 
subsequently  changed  to  Fredericksburg,  Virginia.  On  reading 
of  the  “ confusion  caused  by  a night  attack  ” upon  the  Sixth 
Corps  on  the  evening  of  May  6th,  1864,  at  the  Wilderness,  Vir- 
ginia, one  is  forced  to  the  conclusion,  from  a remark  (see  page 
345  Century , January,  1897),  the  army  was  put  to  its  trumps  by 
that  assault,  which  required  the  personal  intervention  of  the 
Lieutenant  General  to  restore  the  lines  of  battle.  Of  this  the 
Chief  of  Staff  remarks  : “ Soon  after  this  flank  attack  began, 

Staff  officers  of  the  Sixth  Corps  rode  into  General  Meade’s 
Headquarters  and  informed  me  (General  Meade  was  at  General 
Grant’s  Headquarters  near  by)  that  in  endeavoring  to  carry  dis- 
patches to  right  of  their  lines,  they  found  that  it  had  just  been 
broken  and  rolled  up ; that  the  enemy  occupied  the  position  ; 
and  that  a part  of  them  were  advancing  down  Germanna  plank- 
road  on  our  right  and  rear,  following  the  fugitives  from  Shaler’s 
and  Seymour’s  brigades  ; and  they  added,  that  probably,  both 
Sedgwick  and  Wright  were  captured.  I at  once  made  dispo- 
sition to  meet  this,  with  the  provost  guard,  and  some  troops  that 
General  Warren  sent  me,  and  the  reserve  artillery  near  by ; and 
then  sent  notice  of  the  affair  to  General  Meade,  who  at  once 
came  over  with  General  Grant.  Soon  the  staff  officers,  whom  I 
had  sent  up  the  Germanna  road,  to  rally  the  fugitives,  returned, 
reporting  there  was  no  enemy  on  it.  Reports  from  a brigade  of 
Warren’s  Corps  sent  in  the  same  direction,  confirmed  their  re- 
port ; and  then  information  was  received  from  General  Sedg- 
wick and  General  Wright,  showing  the  actual  condition  of  the 
corps.  I have  mentioned  these  details,  because  exaggerated 
statements  [italics  are  mine]  concerning  this  affair,  which 
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quickly  spread  throughout  the  • army,  gave  rise  I think  to  un- 
founded rumors.” 

The  open  ground,  from  which  Gordon  had  delivered  his  at- 
tack upon  the  right  flank  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  had  been  noted 
that  day  by  General  Wright,  and  the  want  of  troops  alone  had 
prevented  him  from  visiting  the  Confederates  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  they  did  us.  It  is  true  Lee  directed  Anderson  to  move 
at  3 A.  M.  May  the  8th,  1864,  but  the  latter,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  himself,  (which  however  are  not  given)  marched  at 
iip.  M.  of  that  night.  The  diary  of  this  corps  makes  no  men- 
tion of  the  cause  for  this  early  movement,  simply  stating,  “ at 
iip.  M.  we  take  up  the  line  of  march  for  Spottsylvania  Court 
House.”  “ In  a shady  grove  where  we  rested  an  hour  at  dawn 
of  the  8th.”  General  W.  X.  Pendleton,  Chief  of  Artillery  for 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  states  in  his  official  report, 
“ General  Anderson  stated,  that  his  orders  were  to  move  at  3 
next  morning.  He  was  preparing  to  start  at  11  that  night. 
These  four  hours  anticipated,  were  of  incalculable  value  next 
day.”  Why  these  hours  were  so  valuable  to  the  Confederates 
the  writer  will  endeavor  to  relate.  From  the  memoirs  of  General 
Sheridan,  Vol.  I.,  page  363,  we  gather,  the  trains  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  were  put  in  motion,  to  go  into  park  at  Piney 
Branch  Church,  in  anticipation  of  the  movement  that  night, 
May  the  7th,  1864,  of  that  army  for  the  possession  of  Spottsyl- 
vania Court  House.  The  ground  upon  which  the  trains  were 
to  park,  was  then  held  by  the  Confederate  cavalry.  To  gain 
this  ground  brought  on  the  cavalry  engagement  of  Todd’s  tavern  ; 
which  ended  in  driving  from  there  and  pursuing  the  Confeder- 
ates almost  to  Spottsylvania  Court  House  ; but  deeming  it 
prudent  to  recall  the  pursuers,  about  dark  Gregg’s  and  Merritt’s 
divisions  were  encamped  in  the  open  fields  to  the  east  of 
Todd’s  tavern,  in  view  of  General  Grant’s  orders  for  a move- 
ment of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  that  night,  whereby  we  hoped 
to  gain  Spottsylvania  Court  House  early  the  next  day,  May  the 
8th,  1864.  General  Sheridan  gave  orders  to  Gregg  and  Merritt, 
to  move  at  daylight,  May  the  8th,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
possession  of  Snell’s  bridge  over  the  Po  (south  of  Spottsyl- 
vania Court  House),  Gregg  by  crossing  at  Corbin’s  bridge  (west 
of  Spottsylvania  Court  House)  and  Merritt  by  the  Block  House. 
Wilson,  then  at  “ Alsop’s,”  was  to  gain  possession  of  Spottsyl- 
vania Court  House  at  an  early  honr  of  the  8th  of  May,  and  from 
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there  move  into  position  at  Snell’s  bridge,  conjointly  with  the 
others.  Wilson  moved  as  ordered,  gained  Spottsylvania  Court 
House,  but  was  subsequently  driven  out  early  that  morning  by 
some  of  Anderson’s  corps.  Generals  Grant  and  Meade  arrived 
at  Todd’s  tavern  about  midnight  of  May  the  7th  ; the  latter  gen- 
eral found  there  Gregg’s  command  and  Merritt’s  somewhat 
further  forward,  on  the  road  to  Spottsylvania  Court  House.  As 
yet  these  officers  had  not  received  their  orders.  At  1 A.  M.,  May 
the  8th,  1864,  General  Meade  directed  Merritt  to  move  his 
command  at  once  beyond  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  placing 
one  brigade  at  the  Block  House  (intersection  of  the  Shady 
Grove  Church  road  with  the  Old  Court  House  road,  a mile  and 
one-half  west  of  the  court  house,  and  a mile  east  of  the  Shady 
Grove  road  bridge  over  the  Po),  Merritt  to  picket  the  roads  ap- 
proaching the  Court  House  from  the  north  and  west,  the  other 
two  brigades  of  his  division  to  cover  our  trains.  Merritt  in  ad- 
dition to  open  the  Brock  road,  beyond  the  Court  House  (south) 
for  the  Infantry  Corps,  who  were  to  closely  follow  him  and  oc- 
cupy that  place.  Gregg  to  move  immediately  to  the  vicinity  of 
Corbin’s  bridge,  watch  the  roads  leading  in  there  from  Parker’s 
Store  (the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  being  in  that  vicinity)  ; 
and  after  the  Second  Corps  had  reached  Todd’s  tavern,  to 
send  back  on  the  Brock  road  a force  to  watch  it  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Wilderness.  At  the  same  hour  General  Sheridan 
was  notified  of  these  instructions  sent  to  his  Division  Com- 
unanders. 

In  his  memoirs  General  Sheridan  writes,  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th  of  May,  1864,  he  found  such  orders  (those  of  General 
Meade)  had  been  given  to  his  cavalry,  that  he  strongly  objected 
to  them,  but  at  that  time  it  was  too  late  to  carry  out  the  com- 
bination he  had  projected  the  night  before  ; that  he  then  joined 
Merritt  on  the  Spottsylvania  road  and  found  General  Warren 
complaining  that  the  cavalry  were  obstructing  his  infantry 
column.  General  Merritt  was  withdrawn.  General  Gregg  re- 
ceived the  following  orders  dated  May  the  8th,  1864,  1 A.  M., 
and  it  is  assumed  that  they  were  also  for  General  Sheridan. 
The  hour  of  their  receipt  by  General  Gregg  is  not  known  ; these 
instructions  read  “ Move  with  your  command  at  5 A.  M.  on  the 
Catharpin  road,  crossing  at  Corbin’s  bridge,  and  take  position  at 
Shady  Grove  Church.  General  Merritt  will  follow  you,  and  at 
Shady  Grove  Church  will  take  the  left  hand  or  Block  House 
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road,  moving  forward  and  taking  up  position  at  that  point 
(namely,  Block  house).  Immediately  after  he  has  passed,  you 
will  move  forward  with  your  division  on  the  same  road,  to  the 
crossing  of  the  Po  rivei  where  you  will  take  up  position,  sup- 
porting General  Merritt.  General  Wilson  with  his  division  will 
march  from  Alsop’s  by  way  of  Spottsylvania  Court  House  and 
the  Gate  to  Snell’s  bridge,  where  he  will  take  up  position.  The 
infantry  march  to  Spottsylvania  to-night.”  By  this  order  Mer- 
ritt takes  position  at  the  Block  House  and  Gregg  at  Corbin’s 
bridge  supporting  him.  Both  commands  face  east.  The 
cavalry  were  to  move  at  daylight  of  the  8th.  The  leading  In- 
fantry Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  (5th)  was  expected  to 
be  in  position  at  Spottsylvania  Court  House  by  daylight  of  the 
8th,  and  would  have  been,  but  for  the  resistance  of  Fitzhugh 
Lee  on  the  Brock  road.  Had  Generals  Merritt  and  Gregg 
moved  at  any  time  on  the  night  of  May  the  7th,  or  the  morning 
of  May  the  8th,  they  would  have  been  opposed  by  Hampton’s 
Cavalry  Division  (in  the  same  manner  in  which  Merritt  was  op- 
posed by  Fitzhugh  Lee  on  the  Brock  road)  ; for  the  latter  gen- 
eral had  fallen  back  on  that  road  (the  Shady  Grove  Church 
road)  after  the  engagement  at  Todd’s  tavern  and  he  held  it. 
Besides  by  1 A.  M.  of  May  the  8th,  Longstreet’s,  now  Anderson’s, 
Corps  had  occupied  the  roads  by  which  Gregg  and  Merritt  were 
ordered  to  move  to  the  Block  House  and  Shady  Grove  road 
bridge  over  the  Po.  Had  Gregg  and  Merritt  gotten  rid  of 
Hampton,  and  attempted  to  carry  out  their  orders,  they  would 
have  found  between  them,  and  the  points  they  were  to  occupy, 
Anderson’s  Corps.  General  Meade  would  never  have  presumed 
to  alter,  amend,  rescind,  or  substitute,  his  orders  for  those  of  the 
Lieutenant  General ; and  had  he  been  informed  of  their  issue, 
or  had  orders  from  higher  authority  been  produced  by  the  sev- 
eral Cavalry  Division  Commanders,  the  Commander  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  would  have  gracefully  bowed  to  superior  author- 
ity. General  Meade  signed  these  orders  himself  and  General 
Sheridan  was  notified  of  their  issue  at  the  same  time.  (See 
Badeau’s  statement  as  authority  for  Gregg’s  orders.) 

As  written  in  the  February  number  of  the  Century  this  year, 
1897,  narrating  the  movement  of  Hancock’s  Corps  to  Milford’s 
Station  and  other  forward  points,  and  its  failure  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  this  magazine  says  : 
‘ The  only  problem  was  how  to  get  at  him  (Lee).”  Had  the 
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Second  Corps  marched  on  the  telegraph  road,  followed  by  the 
Fifth  Corps  ; the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  held  subject  to  ex- 
pected developments  to  be  brought  about,  the  proximity  of  these 
two  corps  to  the  Confederate  army  might  have  solved  the  prob- 
lem. This  telegraph  road  was  one  of  the  lines  of  communica- 
tion for  the  Confederate  army  where  it  leaves  Spottsylvania 
Court  House  on  the  south,  and  is  about  ten  miles  nearer  to  that 
place  than  the  route  to  Milford’s  Station. 

This  road  is  one  of  the  shortest  lines  from  Spottsylvania 
Court  House  to  Hanover  Junction,  an  important  point  of  great 
value  to  the  Confederate  army.  Such  a challenge  referring  to 
the  project  of  a movement  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  corps  upon 
this  road  (the  telegraph),  might  probably  have  been  accepted  by 
the  Confederates  and  a battle  without  iutrenchments  fought. 
The  Century  Magazine  avers  there  were  but  “ two  men  who 
could  remain  absolutely  immovable  under  a heavy  fire.”  The 
writer  was  a member  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  when 
upon  the  Peninsula,  March,  1S62,  and  up  to  and  including 
Appomattox  Court  House,  Virginia,  April  9,  1865,  and  has 
knowledge  of  more  gentlemen  “ who  could  remain  absolutely 
immovable  under  heavy  fire."  His  experience  was  varied,  his 
acquaintance  extensive,  embracing  many  officers  of  high  rank, 
who  commanded  troops  in  that  glorious  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
The  position  of  the  writer  during  this  period  was  first,  that  of 
a staff  officer  to  the  Chief  of  the  Topographical  Engineers  of 
General  G.  B.  McClellan’s  army,  then  operating  in  the  Peninsu- 
la ; as  an  Aid  to  a General  of  Division,  who,  after  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  became  the  Chief  of  Staff  to  the  Commander  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac;  and  who  subsequently  commanded  the  Second 
Corps,  upon  the  assignment  of  General  Hancock  to  other  duties. 
The  writer  modestly  affirms  his  judgment  and  knowledge  of 
this  matter. 

As  to  General  Fee’s  lines  “stretched  out  almost  to  the  break- 
ing point,”  it  is  observed  when  General  Hunter  was  marching 
upon  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  General  Early’s  corps  was  de- 
tached from  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  June  the  nth,  1864, 
and  marched  to  the  Valley  of  Virginia  on  the  morning  of  June 
13th,  1864.  Furthermore,  General  Fee,  on  learning  of  the  disas- 
ter which  had  overtaken  his  troops  in  that  section,  sent  at  once 
to  that  point  General  Breckinridge  with  the  force  he  had  brought 
with  him  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  General 
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Breckinridge’s  leaving  was  anterior  to  the  departure  of  General 
Early.  We  were  unable  to  carry  Lee’s  lines  at  Cold  Harbor. 

General  Early’s  corps,  afterward  commanded  by  General 
Gordon,  rejoined  its  army  some  time  in  November  or  December, 
1864. 

PASSAGE  OF  THE  JAMES  RIVER. 

As  to  the  crossing  of  this  river  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
General  Porter  states  he  accompanied  Colonel  Comstock,  who 
visited  General  Butler,  then  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  conferring 
with  him, and  on  returning,  finally  selected  a point  suitable  for  the 
laying  of  a ponton  bridge ; that  point  being  Fort  Powhattan,  on 
the  north  bank  of  this  river,  Windmill  Point,  on  the  south  bank, 
the  other ; that  their  return  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  on 
the  afternoon  of  June  the  12th,  1864.  The  personal  memoirs  of 
General  Grant,  on  page  284,  Vol.  II.,  mentions  on  June  the  8th, 
1864,  he  had  directed  General  Meade  “ to  fortify  a line  down 
the  bank  overlooking  the  Chickahominv,  under  cover  of  which 
the  army  could  move  ” ; again,  on  page  286  of  the  same  vol- 
ume, in  the  instructions  given  General  Meade  under  date  of 
June  the  nth,  1864,  it  is  stated  by  the  Lieutenant-General, 
“ the  movement  will  be  made  as  heretofore  agreed  uponT  From 
this  it  would  appear  a point  for  passing  over  the  James  River 
had  been  “agreed  upon”  previously  to  the  departure  of  Colonel 
Comstock,  who  evidently  carried  instructions  to  General  Butler  ; 
and  in  addition  was  instructed  to  see  if  some  other  point  on  the 
James  River  than  that  “agreed  upon,”  was  more  suitable. 

Some  knowledge  of  the  James  River  had  been  acquired  when 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  on  the  Peninsula  in  1862  ; and 
this  information  no  doubt  jotted  down  for  future  reference  by 
the  Engineer  officers  attached  to  that  army.  Furthermore, 
“ the  movement  ” “ as  heretofore  agreed  upon  ” must  have  been 
discussed,  information  of  the  country  not  revealed  by  maps 
looked  up  ; maps  consulted,  and  finally  a project  drawn  out  for 
the  march  to  the  James  ; which  project  would  have  probably 
contained  provisions  for  other  points  selected  for  the  crossing  of 
this  river  had  Colonel  Comstock  returned  sooner  than  he  did. 
Such  a project  would  not  have  been  materially  modified  had 
other  points  been  selected,  for  had  such  been  the  case  the  point 
decided  upon  might  have  been  further  up  the  James  River,  possi- 
bly nearer  City  Point.  The  project  or  order  of  march  upon 
which  the  army  moved  is  as  follows  : 
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Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  ) 
June  ii,  1864.  | 

Orders. 

The  following  movements  are  ordered  : 

1.  At  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  instant  Brigadier- 
General  Wilson  will  move  the  brigade  of  cavalry  picketing  the 
Chickahominy  across  the  swamp  at  Long  bridge  or  that  vicin- 
ity, and  out  on  the  Long  bridge  road  toward  the  crossing  of 

t’'-  White^S wamp,  and  toward  the  Charles  City,  Central  and  New 

Market  roads. 

The  brigade  will  move  promptly  and  clear  the  road  for  the 
Fifth  Corps. 

The  pickets  at  the  crossings  of  the  Chickahominy  will  re- 
main until  relieved  by  infantry  pickets. 

2.  During  Saturday,  the  nth  instant,  Major-General  Warren 
will  move  the  two  divisions  of  his  corps  now  held  in  reserve  to 
Moody’s  by  way  of  Parsley’s  Mill  and  Prospect  Church,  etc.,  so 
as  to  avoid  the  observation  of  the  enemy.  At  dark  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  1 2th  instant  he  will  move  his  whole  corps  to  Long 
bridge,  by  the  shortest  route,  across  the  Chickahominy,  and 
move  on  the  road  to  White  Oak  Swamp  bridge  (called  Long 
bridge  road)  and  hold  that  road,  looking  toward  the  crossing  of 
White  Oak  Swamp  and  Charles  City,  Central,  and  New  Market 
roads,  during  the  passage  of  the  army  toward  James  River.  He 
will  follow  the  Second  Corps  toward  Charles  City  Court 
House. 

General  Warren  will  picket  the  crossing  of  the  Chickahom- 
iny on  his  flank  while  moving  to  Long  bridge,  relieving  the 
cavalry  pickets. 

3.  Major-General  W.  F.  Smith,  Eighteenth  Corps,  will  with- 
draw as  soon  after  dark  as  practicable  on  the  evening  of  the 
1 2th  instant,  and  move  by  way  of  Parsley’s  mill,  Prospect 
Church,  Hopeville  Church,  Tunstall’s  Station  to  White  House, 
where  he  will  embark  and  proceed  to  Bermuda  Hundred.  Upon 
reaching  Tunstall’s  Station  his  artillery  and  trains  will  join  the 
main  trains  of  the  army. 

4.  Major-General  Burnside,  Ninth  Corps,  will  withdraw  as 
soon  after  dark  as  practicable  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  in- 
stant, and  move  by  way  of  Allen’s  mill  (or  by  roads  avoiding 
Smith’s  route),  then  north  of  the  south  fork  of  the  Matadequin 
to  Burtin’s,  thence  past  Hughes’s,  Watt’s,  Clapton’s,  Turner’s 
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store,  etc.,  to  Tunstall’s  Station,  or  b)T  any  adjoining  route, 
avoiding  Smith’s,  that  may  be  found  to  Tunstall’s  Station. 

At  Tunstall’s  Station  the  corps  of  General  Smith  has  prece- 
dence. When  it  has  cleared  the  way,  General  Burnside  will 
move  to  Jones’s  bridge,  taking  care  not  to  interfere  with  routes 
of  other  corps,  past  Baltimore  Cross  Roads  and  Emman’s 
Church. 

Where  the  routes  of  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  unite,  about 
three  miles  from  Jones’s  bridge,  the  corps  that  reaches  the  point 
first  will  have  precedence. 

After  crossing  at  Jones’s  bridge  Major-General  Bnrnsid'e  will 
take  the  route  passing  east  of  Charles  City  Court  House,  by 
Vandorn’s,  Clapton,  and  Tyler’s  mill. 

5.  Major-General  Wright,  Sixth  Corps,  will  withdraw  as 
soon  after  dark  as  practicable  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  instant 
to  the  intrenched  line  in  his  rear,  from  Allen’s  pond  to  Elder’s 
swamp,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Second  Corps  hold  that 
line  until  the  roads  for  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  are  well 
cleared  by  the  Fifth  Corps,  when  the  two  corps  will  withdraw. 

General  Wright  will  move  by  way  of  Cool  Arbor,  Taylor’s, 
J.  P.  Parsley’s,  Widow  Vias,  Good’s  and  Hopkin’s  mill  to 
Moody’s,  and  thence  by  way  of  Emman’s  Church  to  Jones’s 
bridge,  preceding  or  following  the  Ninth  Corps,  as  already  indi- 
cated, when  the  routes  unite. 

After  crossing  the  Chickahominy  General  Wright  will  take 
the  route  to  Charles  City  Court  House  by  Vandorn’s. 

6.  Major-General  Hancock,  Second  Corps,  will  withdraw  as 
soon  after  dark  as  practicable  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  in- 
stant, to  the  intrenched  line  in  his  rear,  from  Allen’s  pond  to 
Elder’s  swamp,  and  hold  that  line  in  conjunction  with  the 
Sixth  Corps  until  the  roads  for  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  are 
well  cleared,  when  he  will  move  by  routes  in  his  rear  to  the 
Despatch  Station  road,  avoiding  the  roads  of  the  Sixth  Corps, 
and  by  Despatch  Station  and  the  shortest  route  to  Long  bridge. 
He  will  look  out  for  the  crossings  of  the  Chickahominy  on  his 
flank  while  passing. 

After  crossing-  the  Chickahominy  General  Hancock  will 
move  toward  Charles  City  Court  House  by  way  of  St.  Mary’s 
Church,  Walker’s,  etc. 

7.  Brigadier-General  Ferrero  will  move  his  division  at  dark 
on  the  evening  of  the  12th  instant,  to  the  trains  of  the  army 
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near  White  House  or  Cumberland,  and  cover  them  during  the 
movement. 

8.  The  trains  will  move  to  the  Window  Shades  and  cross 
the  Chickahominy  in  that  vicinity.  They  will  take  such  routes 
as  will  not  interfere  with  the  movements  of  the  troops. 

9.  The  brigade  of  cavalry  on  the  right  will  withdraw  at 
the  same  time  as  the  Sixth  and  Second  Corps,  and  close  in  on 
the  rear  of  the  army  and  cover  it  and  the  trains  during  the 
movement. 

10.  Corps  commanders  will  see  that  every  precaution  is 
taken  to  secure  the  rapid  execution  of  this  movement,  and  that 
the  troops  move  promptly  and  quickly  on  the  march. 

11.  Headquarters  during  the  movement  will  be  at  Pollard’s 
or  Cedar  Grove,  near  Long  bridge,  and  until  established  there 
will  be  on  the  route  of  the  Sixth  Corps  as  far  as  Emman’s  Church. 

12.  Bight  canvas  and  eight  wooden  pontons  will  accompany 
the  Fifth  Corps  to  Long  bridge. 

The  engineers  will  establish  bridges  at  Jones’s  bridge  with 
the  remaining  eight  canvas  pontons  and  the  wooden  pontons  of 
the  Sixth  Corps. 

The  wooden  pontons  of  the  Second  Corps  will  accompany 
the  main  train  of  the  army. 

13.  The  pickets  of  the  several  corps  will  be  withdrawn  at 
the  same  hour  from  the  line  of  intrenchments  before  daylight  of 
the  13th  instant,  and  will  follow  the  routes  of  their  respective 
corps. 

14.  The  corps  will  take  with  them  on  the  march  merely 
those  light  headquarters  wagons,  ammunition  wagons,  ambu- 
lances, etc.,  specified  for  the  march  across  the  Rapidan.  All 
others  will  be  sent  at  once  to  the  main  trains  of  the  army. 

15.  The  depot  at  White  House  will  be  continued  for  the 
present  with  its  permanent  garrison,  but  all  supplies,  etc.,  for 
this  army  will  be  moved  to  the  James  River,  leaving  50,000 
rations  subsistence  and  30,000  rations  of  forage,  in  addition  to 
supplies  for  the  garrison.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Major-Generals 
Sheridan  and  Hunter  the  post  at  White  House  will  be  broken  up 
and  transferred  to  Yorktown,  from  which  place  the  command- 
ing officer  will  report  his  arrival  to  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade, 

S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjutant-General. 
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The  argument  of  the  writer,  that  all  special  projects  for  the 
movements  of  an  army,  fall  as  a matter  of  duty  upon  the  chief 
of  staff  of  an  army,  is  confirmed  by  the  Lieutenant  General,  who 
is  quoted  on  page  486  of  the  Century  number  for  the  month  of 
February,  1897,  as  follows  : 

“ I am  fully  aware  that  some  embarrassments  arise  from  the 
present  organization,  but  there  is  more  weight  on  the  other  side 
of  the  question.  I am  commanding  all  the  armies,  and  I can- 
not neglect  others  by  giving  my  time  exclusively  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  which  would  involve  performing  all  the  de- 
tailed duties  of  an  army  commander,  directing  its  administra- 
tion, enforcing  discipline,  reviewing  its  court-martial  proceed- 
ings, etc.  I have  Burnside’s,  Butler’s,  and  Sigel’s  armies  to 
look  after  in  Virginia,  to  say  nothing  of  our  Western  armies, 
and  I may  make  Sheridan’s  cavalry  a separate  command.  Be- 
sides, Meade  has  served  a long  time  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  knows  its  subordinate  officers  thoroughly,  and  led  it 
to  a memorable  victory  at  Gettysburg.  I have  just  come  from 
the  West,  and  if  I removed  a deserving  Eastern  man  from  the 
position  of  army  commander,  my  motives  might  be  misunder- 
stood, and  the  effect  be  bad  upon  the  spirits  of  the  troops.  Gen- 
eral Meade  and  I are  in  close  contact  on  the  field  ; he  is  capable 
and  perfectly  subordinate,  and  by  attending  to  the  details  [the 
italics  are  mine]  he  relieves  me  of  much  necessary  work,  and 
gives  me  more  time  to  think  and  to  mature  my  general  plans 
[the  italics  are  mine] . I will  always  see  that  he  gets  full  credit 
for  what  he  does.” 

The  writer  agrees  with  General  Porter,  “ This  memorable 
operation  ( passage  of  the  James  River ) when  examined  in  all  its 
details , will  furnish  one  of  the  most  valuable  instructions  and 
studies  in  logistics ,”  and  the  writer  adds  also  tactics. 

A good  map  on  a large  scale  will  aid  the  general  reader  in 
understanding  this  movement,  for  on  one  smaller  many  places 
cannot  be  given  which  a larger  one  will  do.  Lee’s  army  at 
Cold  Harbor,  was  distant  from  Butler  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  by 
way  of  Drury’s  Bluff,  about  24  miles,  and  about  34  miles  from 
Petersburg.  The  march  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  this 
latter  place  was  about  50  miles.  Some  description  of  the 
country,  confined  to  streams  and  roads  must  be  given,  at  the 
risk  of  becoming  prolix,  else  the  reader  will  not  understand  what 
was  attempted  and  what  was  the  result  of  the  attempt.  To 
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reach  the  James  River  the  Chickahominy  must  be  crossed  ; and 
the  points  of  crossing-  that  stream  should  be  some  distance  below 
Cold  Harbor  ; and  so  far  below,  that  a sufficient  force  could  be 
thrown  over  it  and  in  position  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  army,  before  Lee  could  learn  the  movement 
had  taken  place.  This  stream  was  crossed  by  bridges  below 
Lee’s  force  at  Cold  Harbor  at  the  following  places,  viz.:  Bot- 
tom’s bridge  8 miles,  Long  bridge  15  miles,  Jones’s  bridge  20 
miles,  Window  or  Windsor  Shades  bridge  23  miles  ; all  these 
bridges  had  been  destroyed. 

Two  miles  below  Bottom’s  bridge,  the  White  Oak  Swamp 
enters  into  the  Chickahominy.  It  heads  about  one  mile  north 
west  from  Seven  Pines.  Its  general  course  is  east  and  length  10 
miles.  Character  swampy,  filled  with  trees  and  a dense  under- 
growth. Its  crossing  difficult.  Three  miles  above  its  mouth  it  is 
crossed  by  a bridge,  and  a road  running  south  from  near  Bottom’s 
bridge  ; which  road,  about  a mile  south  of  the  bridge,  is  crossed 
by  the  Long  bridge  road.  No  other  main  roads  cross  it  but 
some  plantation  roads  do.  Between  this  swamp  and  the  James 
River  three  roads  lead  to  Richmond,  viz.:  Charles  City  road, 
Central  road,  New  Market  or  River  road.  General  direction 
of  the  Long  bridge  road  after  crossing  the  Chickahominy  is 
south-westerly.  Five  miles  from  Long’s  bridge,  it  is  entered  by 
a road  from  White  Oak  bridge  ; a mile  further  on,  it  is  entered 
by  the  Charles  City  road,  and  by  the  Quaker  road  from  the 
south,  crossing  from  the  River  road  at  Malvern  Hill.  At  this 
point  of  meeting  of  the  three  roads  is  Riddle's  shop. 

The  Fifth  and  Second  Corps  crossed  at  Long’s  bridge,  the 
Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  at  Jones’s  bridge.  The  great  trains  from 
the  White  House  at  Windsor  Shades  and  Cole’s  ferry.  Of  Wil- 
son’s division  of  cavalry,  one  brigade  was  on  the  right  of  the 
army,  the  other  on  the  left  which  picketed  the  Chickahominy. 
On  June  10,  1864,  the  Fifth  Corps  was  directed  to  move  two  of 
its  divisions,  held  in  reserve  near  Leary’s  on  the  nth,  to  Moody's 
four  miles  from  Bottom’s  bridge, and  keep  them  out  of  observation 
of  the  enemy.  The  commander  of  this  corps  was  advised  con- 
fidentially of  the  part  his  corps  would  play  in  the  march  to  the 
James,  and  to  be  prepared  to  move  as  soon  as  it  was  dark  on  the 
evening  of  June  12,  1864.  The  brigade  of  cavalry  on  the  left 
preceded  the  Fifth  Corps  upon  its  movement,  which  began  at 
the  hour  directed  in  the  order.  The  brigade  of  cavalry  on  the 
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right  withdrew  at  the  same  time  the  Sixth  and  Second  did, 
covering  the  rear  of  the  army  and  the  trains  during  the  move- 
ment. At  the  time  designated  in  the  order  the  Second  and 
Sixth  Corps  withdrew,  and  occupied  the  intrenched  line  in  rear 
of  Elder  Swamp  to  Allen’s  mill-pond,  until  the  roads  were  clear 
for  this  movement  when  they  marched.  The  Eighteenth  Corps 
having  precedence  over  all,  moved  to  the  White  House  011  the 
Pamunkey  and  embarked  for  Bermuda  Hundred,  arriving  there 
during  the  night  of  June  14,  1864. 

Of  this  movement  of  the  army,  which  for  sake  of  brevity  has 
been  condensed,  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
on  page  201  of  “ The  Virginia  Campaign  of  1864  and  1865,”  re- 
marks “ I11  preparing  the  programme  of  movement  it  appeared  to 
me  important,  that  General  Warren, commanding  the  Fifth  Corps, 
should  move  out  the  Long  bridge  road,  not  only  far  enough  to 
cover  the  crossing  of  the  Chickahominy  by  the  army,  but  so  far 
as  to  hold  the  bridge  over  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  to  look 
toward  the  three  roads  to  Richmond  already  mentioned  (Charles 
City,  Central  road  and  New  Market),  which  substantially  met  at 
Riddle's  shop  about  a mile  in  advance  of  the  position  General  War- 
ren was  directed  to  take.  He  could  not  well  advance  to  Riddle’s 
shop,  since  that  would  have  exposed  him  to  an  attack  in  rear, 
from  the  White  Oak  Bridge.  It  was  expected  that  such  a move- 
ment by  General  Warren  would  deceive  Lee,  and  give  him  the 
impression  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  advancing  upon 
Richmond  ; or  if  intending  to  cross  the  James,  that  it  would  do 
so  at  Malvern  Hill,  City  Point  or  above.  The  movement  made 
the  desired  impression  upon  him  and  to  a greater  extent  than 
wras  contemplated,  for  we  shall  see  further  on,  he  was  uncertain 
what  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  doing , 'until  the  afternoon  of 
the  iph  of  June , i86j."  A ponton  bridge  was  laid  at  Long 
bridge  at  1 A.  M.  of  June  13,  1864,  the  cavalry  crossed  at  once, 
followed  by  two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  which  moved  to 
the  position  designated  for  them,  backed  by  the  other  two 
divisions  of  the  corps  held  in  reserve.  The  cavalry  pushed  for- 
ward, parties  on  the  Charles  City  and  Central  roads  having  sharp 
encounters.  The  cavalry  on  moving  out  met  sharp  opposition 
on  the  White  Oak  bridge  and  Riddle’s  shop  road.  The  Second 
Corps  followed  the  Fifth  Corps  and  reached  the  James  on  the 
13th  of  June,  1864;  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  arrived  at  the 
James  on  the  14th  of  June.  The  Fifth  Corps  withdrew  to  St. 
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Mary’s  Church  on  the  night  of  June  13th  and  arrived  at  Charles 
City  Court  House,  at  midday,  June  14,  1864. 

The  bridge  crossing  the  James  River  was  commenced  at  4 
p.  M.  of  June  14th  and  finished  at  midnight.  At  midnight  of 
June  16,  1864,  the  army,  its  artillery  and  trains,  were  across  the 
river,  the  Sixth  Corps  covering  the  operation.  The  cavalry 
held  the  position  toward  White  Oak  Swamp  and  Malvern  Hill 
and  then  withdrew.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  June,  Gen- 
eral Lee  discovered  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  withdrawn 
from  Cold  Harbor,  and  learnt  it  was  advancing  toward  Rich- 
mond, on  the  Long  bridge  road. 

His  two  corps,  Anderson’s  and  Hill’s,  were  put  in  motion  for 
that  road,  and  finally  occupied  and  held  ground  running  from 
Malvern  Hill,  on  the  James  River,  to  White  Oak  Swamp,  on  the 
left,  covering  Richmond.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  and 
morning  of  the  15th  of  June,  1864,  our  cavalry  advanced  toward 
Malvern  Hill  and  White  Oak  Swamp.  This  demonstration  of 
the  cavalry  caused  the  retention  of  Anderson  and  Hill  in  the 
position  taken  up  by  them  on  the  evening  of  'June  /j,  1864. 

By  10  A.  M.  of  June  16th,  the  Second  and  Ninth  Corps,  to- 
gether with  the  troops  under  General  Smith,  were  assembled  in 
the  vicinity  of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and  by  midnight  of  the  16th 
of  June  the  Fifth  Corps  was  but  a few  miles  distant.  At  2 A.  M. 
of  June  16,  1864,  Anderson  and  Hill  were  still  in  the  position 
occupied  by  them  on  the  evening  of  June  13,  1864,  that  is  Mal- 
vern Hill  and  Riddle’s  shop.  General  Lee,  at  10:30  A.M., 
June  16,  1864,  telegraphed  Beauregard  at  Petersburg,  Virginia, 
that  he  did  not  know  the  position  of  Grant’s  army,  and  could 
not  strip  the  north  bank.  At  3 p.  M.  he  telegraphed  he  had  not 
heard  of  Grant’s  crossing  the  James  River.  At  that  hour  only  the 
Sixth  Corps  and  Wilson'1  s cavalry  remained  on  the  north  bank. 

On  June  16,  1864,  there  were  opposing  us,  about  14,000  in- 
fantry besides  artillery.  No  further  reinforcements  were  received 
by  the  Confederates,  until  the  morning  of  June  18,  1864,  and 
later  in  the  day  Hill  arrived,  when  once  more  the  united  Con- 
federate army  faced  us  from  the  earthworks  at  Petersburg,  Vir- 
ginia. 


EXPLOSION  OF  THE  MINE  AT  PETERSBURG,  VIRGINIA. 

Respecting  the  explosion  of  this  mine  at  Petersburg,  July 
30,  1864,  the  reader’s  attention  is  directed  to  the  following  order 
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which  explains  what  was  to  be  done  at  the  explosion  and  what 
was  to  follow. 

Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  ) 
July  29,  1864.  j 

Orders. 

The  following  instructions  are  issued  for  the  guidance  of  all 
concerned : 

1.  As  soon  as  dark  Major-General  Burnside,  commanding 
Ninth  Corps,  will  withdraw  his  two  brigades  under  General 
White,  occupying  the  intrenchments  between  the  plank  and 
Norfolk  roads,  and  bring  them  to  his  front.  Care  will  be  taken 
not  to  interfere  with  the  troops  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  moving 
into  their  position  in  rear  of  the  Ninth  Corps. 

General  Burnside  will  form  his  troops  for  assaulting  the 
enemy’s  works  at  daylight  of  the  30th,  prepare  his  parapets  and 
abattis  for  the  passage  of  the  columns,  and  have  the  pioneers 
equipped  for  work  in  opening  passages  for  artillery,  destroying 
enemy’s  abattis,  etc.,  and  the  intrenching  tools  distributed  for 
effecting-  lodgment,  etc. 

2.  Major-General  Warren,  commanding  Fifth  Corps,  will  re- 
duce the  number  of  his  troops  holding  the  intrenchments  of  his 
front  to  the  minimum,  and  concentrate  all  his  available  foice  on 
his  right,  and  hold  them  prepared  to  support  the  assault  of 
Major-General  Burnside.  The  preparations  in  respect  to  pio- 
neers, intrenching  tools,  etc.,  eirjoined  upon  the  Ninth  Corps 
will  also  be  made  by  the  Fifth  Corps. 

3.  As  soon  as  it  is  dark  Major-General  Ord,  commanding 
Eighteenth  Corps,  will  relieve  his  troops  in  the  trenches  by 
General  Mott’s  division  of  the  Second  Corps,  and  form  his  corps 
in  rear  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  be  prepared  to  support  the  as- 
sault of  Major-General  Burnside. 

4.  Every  preparation  will  be  made  for  moving  forward  the 
field  artillery  of  each  corps. 

5.  At  dark  Major-General  Hancock,  commanding  Second 
Corps,  will  move  from  Deep  Bottom  to  the  rear  of  the  intrench- 
ments  now  held  by  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  resume  the  command 
of  Mott’s  division,  and  be  prepared  at  daylight  to  follow  up  the 
assaulting  and  supporting  column,  or  for  such  other  operations 
as  may  be  found  necessary. 

6.  Major-General  Sheridan,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  will 
proceed  at  dark  from  the  vicinity  of  Deep  Bottom  to  Lee’s  mill, 
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and  at  daylight  will  move  with  his  whole  corps,  including  Wil- 
son’s division,  against  the  enemy’s  troops  defending  Petersburg 
on  their  right,  by  the  roads  leading  from  the  southward  and 
westward. 

7.  Major  Duane,  Acting  Chief  Engineer,  will  have  the  pon- 
ton trains  parked  at  convenient  points  in  the  rear,  prepared  to 
move.  He  will  see  that  supplies  of  sand-bags,  gabions,  fascines, 
etc.,  are  in  depot,  near  the  lines,  ready  for  use.  He  will  detail 
engineer  officers  for  each  corps. 

8.  At  half  past  three  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  Major- 
General  Burnside  will  spring  his  mine,  and  his  assaulting 
columns  will  immediately  move  rapidly  upon  the  breach,  seize 
the  crest  in  the  rear,  and  effect  a lodgment  there.  He  will  be 
followed  by  Major-General  Ord,  who  will  support  him  on  the 
right,  directing  his  movement  to  the  crest  indicated,  and  by 
Major-General  Warren,  who  will  support  him  on  the  left.  Upon 
the  explosion  of  the  mine  the  artillery  of  all  kinds  in  battery 
will  open  upon  those  points  of  the  enemy’s  works  whose  fire 
covers  the  ground  over  which  our  columns  must  move,  care  be- 
ing taken  to  avoid  impeding  the  progress  of  our  troops.  Special 
instructions  respecting  the  directions  of  the  fire  will  be  issued 
through  the  Chief  of  Artillery. 

9.  Corps  commanders  will  report  to  the  Commanding  Gen- 
eral when  their  preparations  are  complete,  and  will  advise  him 
of  every  step  in  the  progress  of  the  operation  and  of  everything 
important  that  occurs. 

10.  Promptitude,  rapidity  of  execution,  and  cordial  coopera- 
tion are  essential  to  success,  and  the  Commanding  General  is 
confident  that  this  indication  of  his  expectations  will  insure  the 
hearty  effort  of  the  commanders  and  troops. 

11.  Headquarters  during  the  operation  will  be  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Ninth  Corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade, 

S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

The  assault  was  a failure  ; upon  the  request  of  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  a Court  of  Inquiry  was 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  examine  into 
and  report  upon  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  this  affair  ; and 
also  to  report  their  opinion  of  what  officers  if  any  were  answer- 
able  for  the  want  of  success  of  the  assault.  Their  opinion  will 
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be  found  on  page  430  of  “ The  Virginia  Campaign  of  1864  and 
1865.” 

Respecting  this  operation,  General  Grant,  when  before  the 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  gave  the  following  evi- 
dence : 

“ That  General  Meade  made  his  orders  most  perfectly  ; even 
at  the  time  of  giving  his  testimony,  when  all  the  facts  were 
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known,  he  did  not  think  he  could  improve  upon  the  order,  and 
that  if  the  troops  had  been  properly  commanded  and  led  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  order  we  would  have  captured  Petersburg  ; 
but  that  opportunity  was  lost,  in  consequence  of  the  division 
commanders  not  going  in  with  their  men,  but  allowing  them  to 
go  into  the  enemy’s  intrenchments,  and  spread  themselves  there 
without  going  on  further  ; thus  giving  the  enemy  time  to  re- 
cover from  his  surprise,  collect  his  troops,  and  organize  against 
them.  He  said  further  that  General  Burnside  did  not  prepare 
his  parapets  and  abattis  as  he  was  ordered  to  do,  that  the  prepa- 
rations ordered  were  essential  to  success,  and  could  have  been 
made  without  discovery  by  the  enemy  ; that  had  he  been  a corps 
commander  intrusted  with  the  duty  * * * he  would  have 

been  upon  the  ground  and  seen  that  the  preparations  were  made 
as  ordered,  and  that  had  he  been  a division  commander,  he 
would  have  gone  in  with  his  division ; and  he  added,  there 
were  a great  many  officers  there  (with  the  army)  who  would 
have  done  the  same  thing.” 

General  Porter,  remarking  upon  the  characteristics  of  Gen- 
eral Grant,  when  that  general  felt  confidence  in  an  officer’s 
ability  to  do  what  was  required  of  him,  quotes  General  Grant 
as  follows  : “ I feel  every  confidence  that  you  will  do  the  best, 

and  will  leave  you,  as  far  as  possible,  to  act  on  your  own  judg- 
ment, and  not  embarrass  you  with  orders  and  instructions.” 
Further  on  he  quotes  the  general  again  as  saying:  “If  they 
gained  victories  they  would  be  given  sole  credit  for  whatever 
they  accomplished.”  So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover, 
General  Meade  had  fully  met  the  expectations  of  and  possessed 
the  confidence  of  General  Grant ; for  nowhere  do  we  find  in  the 
articles  as  published  in  the  Century  Magazine  that  he  ever  fell 
below  his  equation ; and  while  thus  recognizing  the  great 
ability  of  the  Commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  we 
have  not  lost  sight  of  the  careful  thought  and  perspicacity 
given  to  the  lucid  projects  of  his  eminent  Chief  of  Staff  for  the 
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movements  of  this  army  from  the  crossing  of  the  Rapidan, 
May  4,  1864,  to  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  beginning  June  18, 

1864. 

The  Century  for  September,  1897,  narrating  the  events 
happening  March  31,  1865,  and  of  the  attack  delivered  that 
day,  by  the  Confederates  upon  the  5th  Corps,  states  it  was  rein- 
forced during  that  action  by  the  2d.  Had  the  word  assisted, 
appeared  in  the  text,  instead  of  reinforced,  the  meaning  of  that 
sentence  would  at  once  have  been  made  clear,  and  this  correction 
would  not  be  necessary.  Assistance  was  given  by  the  2d  Corps 
and  at  a time  when  most  needed , and  this  without  the  asking  or 
directing  of  it.  That  which  is  here  written  of,  can  be  found  at 
length  on  page  332  of  the  “Virginia  Campaign  of  1S64  and 

1865, ”  and  page  784  of  the  5th  Army  Corps.  The  writer 
contents  himself  with  stating  these  facts  without  quoting  in 
detail  his  authorities. 

On  page  747  of  the  Century  Magazine  for  September, 
1897,  the  dispatch  quoted  of  Miles  division  of  the  2d  Corps 
being  with  General  Sheridan,  and  Miles  given  credit  for  his 
victory  over  the  enemy  at  Sutherland  station,  tends  to  confuse 
those  not  conversant  with  the  events  as  they  occurred.  The 
following  will  explain  that  affair.  At  9 A.  M.,  April  2,  1865, 
the  commander  of  the  2d  Corps  was  informed  by  an  aide 
from  General  Miles,  that  he  and  his  division  were  on  their 
return.  At  the  time  this  information  was  received,  this  divi- 
sion was  on  the  White  Oak  road,  two  miles  west  of  the  enemy’s 
intrenchments  at  the  Claiborne  road  junction. 

Orders  were  sent  to  General  Miles,  as  well  as  the  other 
division  commanders,  to  pursue  the  enemy  to  Sutherland  sta- 
tion by  the  Claiborne  road.  When  the  commander  of  the  2d 
Corps  came  up  with  Miles,  he  found  him  in  contact  with  what 
was  left  of  some  of  the  Confederates  (after  the  battle  of  Five 
Forks)  under  Heth,  who  was  forced  to  halt  and  give  battle.  At 
about  this  time  (the  meeting  of  General  Miles)  the  commander 
of  the  2d  Corps  received  orders  to  proceed  at  once  to  Petersburg, 
and  obeyed,  taking  with  him  to  that  place  the  other  divisions  of 
the  corps ; but  before  leaving,  learnt  from  General  Miles  that  he 
could  defeat  the  force  there  in  his  front. 

Meanwhile  the  writer,  who,  under  instructions,  was  to  re- 
main two  hours  at  the  “ Rainey  House,”  to  bring  forward  dis- 
patches intended  for  the  2d  Corps  commander,  having  com- 
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pleted  his  tour  of  duty  at  the  aforementioned  place  and  receiv- 
ing nothing,  rode  forward  to  join  the  staff,  proceeding  on  the 
road  followed  by  the  2d  Corps  before  being  ordered  to  Peters- 
burg, Virginia,  and  found  that  General  Miles,  then  at  Sutherland 
station,  had  attacked  twice,  and  each  time  had  been  repulsed. 
Not  finding  his  corps  commander  there,  he  rode  towards  Peters- 
burg, Virginia,  carrying  with  him  the  request  of  General  Miles 
for  assistance.  This  message  was  personally  delivered  to  Gen- 
eral Meade,  who  directed  General  Humphreys  to  take  one  of 
his  divisions  and  go  to  the  assistance  of  Miles.  Upon  arriving 
at  Sutherland  station  near  sundown,  it  was  ascertained  that 
General  Miles,  unaided  by  any  one , had  delivered  a third  attack 
which  was  successful. 

We  remember  with  keen  relish  the  events  of  April  6, 
1865,  but  the  narrative  as  published  in  the  Century  for 
September,  1897,  eviscerates  much  which  is  interesting  and 
instructive  in  failing  to  relate  how  the  information  of  Tee’s 
retreat,  on  the  night  of  April  5th  and  early  morning  of 
the  6th,  was  obtained  and  communicated  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  That  army  moved  from  Jettersville,  Virginia,  on  the 
morning  of  April  6,  1865,  towards  Amelia  Court  House  for  the 
purpose  of  engaging  there,  if  found,  the  Confederate  army  ; 
each  corps  having  deploying  intervals  of  one  thousand  yards. 
The  2d  Corps  on  the  left,  when  about  four  miles  out,  dis- 
covered at  about  8.30  A.  M.,  a considerable  force  of  Confede- 
rates moving  westerly,  on  the  north  bank  of  Flat  creek  ; the 
head  of  the  column  had  entered  woods.  The  corps  was  halted, 
a brigade  sent  across  that  creek  to  develop  the  strength  of  that 
force,  and  preparations  were  made  to  cross  Flat  creek.  General 
Meade  was  at  once  notified.  Artillery  opened  upon  the  Con- 
federates, not  only  to  do  damage,  but  to  inform  our  army 
the  enemy  had  been  met.  The  Signal  Corps,  about  9 A.  m., 
gave  information  of  a similar  character.  General  Meade  at 
once  faced  his  army  to  the  rear  and  the  pursuit  began.  A part 
of  the  2d  Corps  crossed  Flat  creek  by  wading  in  water  up  to 
the  armpits  of  the  men,  other  portions  crossed  upon  bridges, 
which  were  built  in  short  time,  and  the  enemy  come  up  with 
near  Amelia  Sulphur  Springs,  where  was  had  an  engagement. 
The  writer  cannot  do  better  in  relating  the  events  of  this  day, 
so  far  as  concerns  the  2d  Corps,  than  by  quoting  from  page  379 
of  the  Virginia  Campaign  of  1864  and  1865,  which  reads,  “a 
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sharp  running  fight  commenced  at  once  with  Gordon’s  Corps, 
which  was  continued  over  a distance  of  fourteen  miles,  durinu 
which  several  partially  intrenched  positions  were  carried.  The 
country  was  broken,  consisting  of  woods  with  dense  under- 
growth and  swamp,  alternating  with  open  fields,  through  and 
over  which  the  lines  of  battle,  followed  closely  on  the  skirmish 
line,  with  rapidity  and  good  order  that  is  believed  to  be  unex- 
ampled. Artillery  moved  with  our  skirmish  line.” 

The  Confederates  were  headed  for  Rice  Station,  at  which 
place  was  Longstreet’s  command.  It  had  marched  on  the  night 
of  April  the  5th  and  early  hours  of  April  6th,  passing  around 
our  left  and  rear  and  arriving  at  Rice  at  an  early  hour.  This 
day  our  cavalry  endeavored  to  cut  in  on  the  Confederate  trains, 
but  nearly  each  time  were  repulsed  by  other  parts  of  the 
enemy’s  forces.  At  Holt’s  house,  near  Sailor’s  creek,  the  road 
forks  ; the  left  hand  leading  to  Rice’s  station,  the  right  hand  to 
Perkinson’s  Mills  on  Sailor’s  creek.  The  main  trains  of  Lee’s 
army  followed  the  right  hand  road,  Gordon’s  corps  covering 
them,  affording  such  protection  as  lay  in  his  power.  The  main 
Confederate  forces  marched  upon  the  left  hand  road  to  Rice’s 
station  and  almost  immediately  formed  line  of  battle  ; for  the 
cavalry  and  6th  Corps  were  near  at  hand  ; in  point  of  fact  a 
brigade  of  Seymour’s  division  of  the  6tli  Corps  near  Holt’s  house 
was  temporarily  mixed  with  the  2d  Corps.  The  Commander  of 
the  2d  Corps  upon  arrival  at  Holt’s  house  saw  General  Ewell’s 
troops  forming  line  of  battle  on  the  north  side  of  Sailor’s  creek  ; 
but  he  was  not  aware  that  Anderson’s  Corps  was  beyond  Ewell 
“ on  the  crest  ” and  across  the  road  leading  to  Rice  Station. 
Knowing  our  cavalry  was  close  upon  the  enemy  on  the  Rice 
Station  road,  and  seeing  the  6th  Corps  at  hand,  the  2d  Corps 
continued  the  pursuit  of  Gordon.  “ The  runniug  contest  with 
Gordon’s  Corps  continued  three  miles  further  ; the  road  for 
many  miles  being  strewn  with  tents,  camp  equipage,  baggage, 
battery  forges,  limbers  and  wagons.  Its  last  attempted  stand 
was  near  Perkinson’s  Mills  on  Sailor’s  creek,  where  just  before 
dark,  a short,  sharp  contest  gave  us  thirteen  flags,  three  guns, 
several  hundred  prisoners,  and  a large  part  of  the  main  trains  of 
Lee’s  army,  which  were  together  in  a confused  mass  at  the 
crossing  of  the  creek.  Gordon  attempted  to  form  on  the  high 
ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  but  fell  back  quickly 
from  it  as  our  troops  crossed.  Night  put  a stop  to  the  pursuit 
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until  daylight  of  the  7th,  for  the  country  and  .roads  were  un- 
known to  us.  The  captures  of  the  corps  were  thirteen  flags, 
four  guns  and  seventeen  hundred  prisoners.  The  killed  and 
wounded  probably  exceeded  ours,  and  their  total  loss  could  not 
have  been  less  than  two  thousand. 

“ Our  killed  and  wounded  were  three  hundred  and  eleven.” 
(See  page  381,  Virginia  Campaign  of  1864  and  1865.)  A good 
day’s  work  even  if  the  captures  of  the  2d  Corps  did  not  come 
up  to,  or  equal  those  made  by  the  cavalry  and  6th  Corps.  Of 
this  day  it  can  be  said  with  truth,  no  corps  of  our  army  obtained 
contact  sooner,  held  on  better,  or  drew  blood  oftener  than  did 
the  2d  Corps  ; and  this  in  line  of  battle  for  fourteen  miles,  over 
and  through  obstacles  presented  by  the  country,  which  were 
brushed  aside  with  ease,  so  eager  were  the  men  to  do  good  work 
and  add  new  laurels  by  carrying  several  partially  intrenched 
positions  to  the  many  already  gained  by  this  famous  corps. 
This  corps  materially  aided  by  its  near  presence  in  the  captures 
made  by  the  cavalry  and  6th  Corps  on  that  day  at  the  battle  of 
Sailor’s  creek,  Virginia. 

On  page  752  of  the  same  magazine  it  is  stated  “ General 
Humphreys  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  isolated  from  the 
rest  of  our  infantry,  confronted  by  lar%e  portion  of  Lee's  army." 
The  Century  Magazine  is  largely  in  error  ; the  2d  Corps 
was  not  confronted  by  a large  portion  of  Lee’s  army,  but  the 
whole  of  it.  General  Meade  was  informed  of  this  in  a dispatch 
written  by  General  Humphreys  during  the  day.  An  attack 
from  the  south  in  conjunction  with  one  from  the  north  of  Farrn- 
ville  was  suggested  by  the  2d  Corps’  commander ; but  neither 
General  Meade  nor  he  knew  then  the  Appomattax  there  corrld 
not  be  forded  by  infantry  ; nor  did  either  know  there  were  no 
pontons  available  for  the  construction  of  a bridge  across  that 
stream.  Had  there  been  such,  a bridge  could  have  been  con- 
structed and  the  troops  there  in  vicinity  of  Farmville,  the  6th 
and  24th  Corps  could  have  crossed. 

Farmville  would  then  have  been  written  instead  of  Appo- 
mattox Court  House.  Neither  would  General  Sheridan  have 
ridden  on  to,  or  General  Ord’s  command  marched  to  Appomat- 
tox Court  House. 

The  detention  of  Lee’s  army  at  Farmville,  April  the  7th, 
1865,  from  1 p.  m.  until  some  hour  of  that  night,  gave  our  cav- 
alry the  necessary  time  to  forge  ahead,  as  also  the  troops  under 
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General  Orel,  and  to  place  themselves  across  the  line  of  retreat 
of  General  Lee. 

One  other  matter,  small  in  itself,  but  big  with  events  had  it 
not  been  accomplished,  was  the  seizing  of  a wagon  bridge  across 
the  Appomattox  just  below  High  bridge  by  the  2d  Corps  early 
on  the  morning  of  April  the  7th,  1865.  Had  the  Confederates 
succeeded  in  burning  this  bridge  (which  they  did  not),  no  infan- 
try could  have  crossed  the  Appomattox  that  day  ; and  Lee 
would  probably  have  effected  his  escape  to  the  mountains  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia.  The  2d  Corps  had  no  pon- 
tons with  them.  High  bridge  coiild  not  be  used,  as  it  was  an 
open  deck  bridge,  nor  was  there  any  lumber  for  planking  or  re- 
pairing it.  The  2d  Corps  succeeded  in  saving  most  of  that 
structure,  but  four  spans  were  burnt  by  the  Confederates.  The 
2d  Corps  by  its  presence  compelled  General  Lee  to  remain  in  his 
position  north  of  Farmville,  Virginia,  until  some  hours  after 
dark  of  April  the  7th,  1865;  and  by  this  detention  Lee  lost 
time  exceedingly  valuable  to  him,  which  could  not  be  regained 
by  night  marching ; lost  his  supplies  at  Appomattox  Station, 
and  gave  time  to  Sheridan  and  Ord  to  place  themselves  across 
his  path  at  Appomattox  Court  House  on  April  9,  1865.  Had 
no  infantry  crossed  the  Appomattox  River  that  day,  April  the 
7th,  1865,  Lee  could  have  reached  New  store  that  night,  Appo- 
mattox Station,  April  the  8th,  obtained  rations  there,  and  moved 
that  night  towards  Lynchburg.  The  next  day,  April  9th,  would 
have  brought  him  to  that  place.  The  two  infantry  corps,  5th 
and  24th,  under  Ord,  did  not  reach  Appomattox  Court  House 
until  10  A.  M.  of  April  the  9th,  1865. 

To  strengthen  the  above,  though  it  is  self-evident,  the  fol- 
lowing is  quoted  from  pages  386  and  387,  Great  Commanders’ 
Series : 

“ The  once  great  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  now  composed 
of  two  small  corps  of  infantry  and  the  cavalry  corps,  resumed 
the  march  towards  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  on  the  stage  road  ; but 
after  going  four  miles  stopped  and  was  formed  into  line  of  bat- 
tle in  a well  chosen  position,  to  give  the  trains  time  to  get 
through. 

“ It  was  attacked  by  two  divisions  of  Humphreys’  2d  Corps, 
which  had  been  long  hanging  on  its  rear,  but  repulsed  them. 
Mahone  handled  Miles  roughly.  Had  Lee  not  stopped  to  fight, 
he  could  have  reached  Appomattox  Station  the  afternoon  of  the 
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8th  of  April,  obtained  rations  there,  and  moved  that  evening  to 
Lynchburg.  The  delay  allowed  Sheridan  with  two  divisions  of 
cavalry,  followed  by  Ord’s  infantry  and  5th  Corps,  inarching  by 
Prince  Edward’s  Court  House,  to  reach  Appomattox  Station  on 
the  evening  of  the  8th  of  April,  where  he  captured  trains  with 
Lee’s  supplies  and  obstructed  his  march.  Ord’s  infantry  did 
not  arrive  in  front  of  Appomattox  Court  House  until  10  A.  M. 
of  the  9th  of  April,  1865.” 

As  to  the  dispatches  of  General  Humphreys  to  General 
Meade,  informing  him  what  had  been  accomplished  on  April 
the  6th,  1865,  and  the  presence  of  General  Lee's  whole  army 
north  of  Farmville  and  confronted  by  the  2d  Corps,  April  the 
7 th,  1865,  and  also  a dispatch  from  the  Commander  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  forwarding  them,  the  following  copies  of  dis- 
patches are  inserted  for  the  information  of  the  reader  ; they  can 
be  found  in  Vol.  XLVI.  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  Union 
and  Confederate  Armies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  pages  596, 
600  and  624 : 

Headquarters  2d  Corps,  ) 
April  6,  1865,  7.30  p.  m.  / 
To  Brevet  Major-General  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Our  last  fight  just  before  dark  at  Sailor’s  creek,  gave  us  two 
guns,  three  flags  and  a considerable  number  of  prisoners ; two 
hundred  wagons,  seventy  ambulances  with  mules  and  horses  to 
about  one-half  the  wagons  and  ambulances.  There  are  between 
thirty  and  fifty  wagons  in  addition  abandoned  and  destroyed 
along  the  road,  some  battery  wagons,  forges  and  limbers.  I have 
already  reported  to  you  the  capture  of  one  gun,  two  flags  and 
some  prisoners,  and  the  fact  that  the  road  for  over  two  miles,  is 
strewn  with  baggage,  cooking  utensils,  some  ammunition  and 
materials  of  all  kinds.  The  wagons  are  in  a great  mass 
across  the  approach  to  the  bridge  and  will  take  some  time  to 
clear  it. 

(Signed)  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Major-General  Commanding. 

Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
April  6,  1865,  10  p.  m. 

Received  3.20  A.  M.,  April  7,  1865. 

To  Lieutenant  General  Grant. 

The  6th  Corps  came  up  with  the  enemy  about  4 p.  M.,  in 
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conjunction  with  the  2d  Corps  on  the  right,  and  the  cavalry 
on  the  left  attacked  and  ronted  the  enemy,  capturing  many 
prisoners,  among  them  Lieutenant  General  Ewell  and  General 
Custis  Lee.  I transmit  despatches  both  from  General  Humph- 
reys and  General  Wright,  which  in  justice  to  these  distinguished 
officers  and  the  gallant  corps  they  command,  I beg  may  be  sent 
to  the  War  Department  for  immediate  publication. 

(Signed)  G.  G.  Meade, 

Major-General  Commanding. 
Headquarters  2nd  Army  Corps,  \ 
April  7,  1865,  3.20  p.  m.  j 

To  Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

We  have  Heth,  Mahone,  and  I believe  the  rest  of  Lee’s 
army  here  in  my  front  moving  towards  Lynchburg.  They  are 
intrenched  in  a too  strong  position  for  me  to  attack  them  in 
front,  and  their  flanks  extend  further  than  mine.  They  are  ex- 
tending their  flank  to  my  right.  I have  sent  for  Barlow  (see 
note  below)  but  do  not  know  at  what  time  he  will  be  up.  I 
have  just  seen  a despatch  dated  1.20  P.  M.,  saying  Farmville 
is  in  our  possession  and  that  the  cavalry  were  moving 
through  it. 

(Signed)  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Major-General  Commanding. 

NOTE. 

Barlow,  under  orders  given  him  in  compliance  with  information  re- 
ceived from  higher  authority,  followed  Gordon  up  the  railroad  bed  to 
near  Farmville,  Virginia,  and  by  his  dispositions  caused  the  Confeder- 
ates to  burn  one  hundred  and  fifty  wagons  to  prevent  them  falling  into 
our  hands. 


War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

April  7,  1865,  10  a.  m. 


Major-General  Dix, 

New  York. 

General  Sheridan  attacked  and  routed  General  Lee’s  army 
yesterday,  capturing  Generals  Ewell,  Kershaw,  Barton,  Corse, 
and  many  other  general  officers,  several  thousand  prisoners  and 
a large  number  of  cannon  and  expects  to  force  Lee  to  surrender 
all  that  is  left  of  his  army.  Details  will  be  given  speedily  as 
possible  but  the  telegraph  is  working  badly. 

(Signed)  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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To  return  to  the  narrative  which  states  General  Humphreys’ 
Corps  “ was  close  up  to  the  enemy's  rear  guard,"  and  further- 
more General  Seth  Williams,  Adjutant  General,  was  directed  to 
take  to  the  2d  Corps  General  Grant’s  first  letter  to  General 
Lee.  (See  page  752  Century  Magazine  for  September,  1897.) 

The  writer  remembers  this  dispatch  that  referred  to  above 
was  not  brought  to  the  2d  Corps  until  about  S.30  P.  M.  of  April 
7,  1865,  when  it  was  immediately  sent  through  our  lines  to 
General  Lee,  whose  reply  was  received  back  about  9.30  p.  M., 
same  night.  At  that  time  General  Lee’s  army  may  have  been 
moving,  but  his  rear  guard,  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry,  did  not  leave 
their  position  until  midnight  of  the  7th  of  April,  1865.  Time 
is  required  to  move  an  army  in  daylight,  and  almost  double  the 
time  at  night.  Those  who  read  this  article  may  possibly  think 
undue  stress  has  been  placed  on  these  matters,  but  the  sum  of 
small  things,  when  gathered  together,  have  sensibly  more  weight 
than  when  treated  singty  ; besides,  it  is  best  when  writing  of 
events  of  years  ago  to  hew  closely  to  the  line.  When  General 
Grant’s  third  letter,  written  April  9,  1865  (see  page  879,  Century 
Magazine  for  October,  1897),  was  delivered  to  General  Lee  about 
9 A.  M.  of  that  day  it  was  immediately  answered,  and  with  it 
the  verbal  regrets  of  General  Lee  at  not  having  met  General 
Grant,  who  by  this  time  must  have  passed  from  the  route  of 
march  of  the  2d  and  6th  Corps  to  that  of  Generals  Ord’s  and 
Sheridan’s.  An  incident  which  caused  General  Lee  to  write 
the  note  above  referred  to  is  here  not  out  of  place,  as  it  gives  us 
an  insight  of  the  motives  which  controlled  the  Commander  of 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  The  note  of  General  Lee’s, 
that  of  April  9,  1865,  referred  to  before,  was  duly  forwarded  to 
General  Grant,  and  the  2d  Corps  continued  the  pursuit.  Whilst 
so  engaged  General  Humphreys  received  two  earnest  requests 
from  General  Lee  (through  his  staff  officer)  not  to  press  forward 
upon  him,  to  halt,  that  negotiations  were  in  progress  looking  to 
a surrender  of  his  army.  These  requests  were  made  when  the 
2d  Corps  was  close  upon  General  Longstreet,  whose  troops 
were  the  rear  guard  of  the  Confederate  army  (see  note  below). 

These  requests  could  not  be  complied  with,  and  General  Lee 
was  so  informed,  and  the  2d  Corps  continued  to  press  forward. 

When  these  requests  of  General  Lee’s  were  received,  he  was 
very  urgent,  so  urgent  General  Humphreys  had  to  send  General 
Lee  word  twice  he  must  remove  from  the  ground.  General  Lee 
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was  in  plain  sight,  and  not  over  one  hundred  yards  distant  from 
the  head  of  the  2d  Corps.  Had  General  Grant  remained  upon 
the  route  of  the  2d  and  6th  Corps,  the  surrender  of  the  Confed- 
erate army  would  have  taken  place  before  midday  of  April  9, 
1865. 

NOTE. 

Before  daybreak  of  the  morning  of  April  9,  1865,  General  Lee  sent 
Colonel  Venable  of  his  staff  to  General  Gordon,  commanding  the  ad- 
vance, to  learn  what  were  the  chances  of  a successful  attack.  General 
Gordon  replied  : ‘ ‘ My  old  corps  is  reduced  to  a frazzle,  and  unless  I am 
supported  by  Longstreet  heavily,  I do  not  think  we  can  do  anything 
more.  ” 

Colonel  Venable  returned  with  this  answer  of  Gordon’s,  to  which  Gen- 
eral Lee  in  reply  said  : ‘ ‘ Then  there  is  nothing  left  me  but  to  go  and 

see  General  Grant.”  (See  pages  393  and  395,  Campaign  in  Virginia, 
1864  and  1865.) 

The  above  is  not  written  in  the  spirit  of  criticism,  but  to 
show  (in  part)  what  had  been  accomplished  by  the  brains  and 
brawn  of  that  splendid  body  of  men  (the  Army  of  the  Potomac), 
who,  during  four  years  of  bloody  warfare,  with  heavy  sacrifices 
of  lives  and  limbs,  fought  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
Union. 


In  preparing  this  paper  the  following  have  been  consulted  : 

General  A.  A.  Humphreys’  war  papers,  The  Virginia  Cam- 
paign, 1864-65,  Personal  Memoirs  of  Generals  U.  S.  Grant  and 
P.  H.  Sheridan,  The  Great  Commanders  Series,  Official  Records 
of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  the  Century  Magazine  from  No- 
vember, 1896,  up  to  and  including  October,  1897,  and  notes  of 
my  own.  I have  borrowed  right  and  left.  Many  of  the  argu- 
ments introduced  are  not  original  with  the  writer. 

Fort  Niobrara,  Neb.,  December  7,  1897. 


\ 

\ 


